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quered. No such series of rebuffs had ever been
received by Tiglathpileser or by Asshurnazirpal,
but Shalmaneser was not deterred from another
and last attempt. In 839 he crossed the Euphrates
for the twenty-first time and marched against the
cities of Hazael. He claims to have captured
four of them, but there is no mention of booty,
and no word of any impression upon Damascus.1

Shalmaneser had led six campaigns against the
west with no result beyond a certain amount of
plunder. There was absolutely no recognition of
the supremacy of Assyria. There was no glory
for the Assyrian arms. There was no greater
freedom achieved for Assyrian commerce. And
yet some progress had been made toward the great
Assyrian ambition. The western states hail felt
in some measure the strength of Assyria, those
certainly who sent gifts rather than fight had
shown their dread; while the smoking ruins in the
Hauran were a silent object lesson of what might
soon happen to the other western powers which
had hitherto resisted so gallantly. The Assyrian
was beating against the bars set up against his
progress, and the outcome was hardly, if at all,
doubtful.

Besides his difficulties in the west Shalmaneser
had no lack of trouble with the far north. As
Damascus had a certain preponderance among the
western states, so had Urartu (or Chaldia) among
the northern states. There is some reason for be-

1 Obelisk, lines 102-104.